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     According to the United Nations, water scarcity is the  \\\\\\\\\\\\ of 

sufficient available water resources to meet the needs of the people living in a 

certain area. Water  \\\\\\\\\\\\ is a global challenge that affects about 

2.8 billion people. Although some areas may only have water  

\\\\\\\\\\\\during dry seasons, more than 1.2 billion people lack  

\\\\\\\\\\\\to clean drinking water. That means about 1 out of every 7 

people on the planet does not have access to water that is safe for drinking. 

People living in these areas are already  \\\\\\\\\\\\ a water crisis. 

     The most common causes of water shortages are climate change, 

\\\\\\\\\\\\, increasing population and overuse of water. Changing 

weather patterns lead to  \\\\\\\\\\\\ and that means those affected 

areas have less fresh water stored in rivers, lakes or ground water. 

Furthermore, as the number of people increases, the  \\\\\\\\\\\\ fresh 

water may become polluted due to  \\\\\\\\\\\\ waste. \\\\\\\\\\\\, 

more people mean there is greater stress on the water supply. More people 

need more water. This creates a water scarcity crisis.  

     The most serious effects of a water  \\\\\\\\\\\\ are lack of safe 

drinking water, poor  \\\\\\\\\\\\, not enough water for farming and 

damage to the eco-system. Waterborne diseases from  \\\\\\\\\\\\ 

sanitation are a leading cause of death for children under five years old. In 

addition, water scarcity can lead to armed  \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\. 

     By 2025, the global water crisis is likely to grow much worse as more 

countries are water stressed. \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\, the water crisis is most  

\\\\\\\\\\\\ in sub-Saharan Africa where water \\\\\\\\\\\\\ is only 

10 to 20 liters per day per person. India, Bangladesh and Pakistan are also 

experiencing a water scarcity problem with per capita availability dropping to 

less than 70 liters per day. Compare that to North America and Japan, where 

water consumption is 350 liters per day and in Europe where it is 200 liters per 

day.  
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Across Down 

2. to be in front of something; to confront 

something 

6. a prolonged period of abnormally low 

rainfall, leading to a shortage of water 

7. related to industry, factories, 

manufacturing, etc. 

10. a serious disagreement, fighting or 

even war 

12. in the end, the last, as a result 

13. highly destructive or damaging 

14. lacking the quality or quantity 

required; insufficient for a purpose 

15. relating to public health, clean 

drinking water and adequate sewage 

disposal 

1. short supply; shortage 

3. situation in which something needed 

cannot be obtained in sufficient amounts. 

4. trash, waste, chemicals or other bad 

things that hurt the natural environment 

5. at the present time 

8. able to get something or obtain 

something 

9. a time of intense difficulty or danger 

10. the action of using up a resource 

11. be without or not have enough of 

something 

16. able to be used 

 

 


