
PRESENT PERFECT TENSE VS. PAST PERFECT TENSE 
 

Present Perfect vs. Past Perfect Tense 

Instructions: Choose the correct verb tense (present perfect or past perfect) to 
complete each sentence. 

1. By the time Sarah arrived at the party, Jake ____________ already left. 

(present perfect / past perfect) 

2. I ____________ (lose) my keys three times this week alone! 

3. When I got home, I realized I ____________ (forget) to turn off the oven. 

4. By the time I finished high school, I ____________ (never / travel) outside 

of my country. 

5. Before the concert started, the band ____________ (perform) all their hit 

songs. 

6. She ____________ (never / eat) sushi until she visited Japan last summer. 

7. By the time I got to the station, the train ____________ (already / leave). 

8. I ____________ (complete) my homework before my friends came over. 

9. They ____________ (never / visit) Europe until last year. 

10. When I woke up this morning, my roommate ____________ (already / 

make) breakfast. 

 



Answers: 

1. past perfect 

2. have lost 

3. had forgotten 

4. had never traveled 

5. had performed 

6. had never eaten 

7. had already left 

8. had completed 

9. had never visited 

10. had already made 

 

LESSON PLAN 

 

Objective: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to distinguish 
between the present perfect tense and the past perfect tense and use them 
appropriately in context. 

Level: Intermediate to Advanced ESL learners 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Materials Needed: 

• Whiteboard and markers or PowerPoint slides 

• Handouts with grammar exercises 

• Video clip of the conversation between Sarah and Jake 

Warm-Up (5 minutes): 



• Begin the lesson by asking students about their experiences with 
grammar mysteries. Encourage them to share any confusing aspects of 
English grammar they've encountered. 

Introduction (10 minutes): 

1. Play the video clip of the conversation between Sarah and Jake. 

2. After watching, ask students if they noticed any specific verb tenses 
being used. 

3. Elicit responses from students about the present perfect and past perfect 
tenses based on the conversation. 

Explanation (15 minutes): 

1. Present Perfect Tense: 

o Write examples on the board and explain the structure of the 
present perfect tense: subject + have/has + past participle. 

o Use Sarah's explanation from the video to clarify the usage of 
present perfect tense, emphasizing its connection between the past 
and present. 

2. Past Perfect Tense: 

o Write examples on the board and explain the structure of the past 
perfect tense: subject + had + past participle. 

o Use Sarah's explanation from the video to clarify the usage of past 
perfect tense, emphasizing its role in establishing the sequence of 
events in the past. 

Practice (25 minutes): 

1. Grammar Exercises: 

o Hand out worksheets with sentences that require students to 
choose between the present perfect and past perfect tense. 

o Allow students to work individually or in pairs to complete the 
exercises. 

o Review the answers as a class, discussing any mistakes and 
clarifying concepts if needed. 



2. Speaking Activity: 

o Divide the class into pairs or small groups. 

o Provide each group with a set of picture cards depicting different 
scenarios (e.g., finding lost items, completing tasks, etc.). 

o Instruct students to create sentences using either the present 
perfect or past perfect tense to describe what happened before or 
up to a certain point in the past, based on the pictures. 

o Encourage students to use time expressions (e.g., before, by the 
time, already) to indicate the sequence of events. 

Wrap-Up (5 minutes): 

• Review key points about the present perfect and past perfect tenses. 

• Encourage students to ask any remaining questions they may have about 
the lesson. 

• Conclude by emphasizing the importance of understanding these tenses 
for effective communication in English. 

Homework: 

• Assign additional practice exercises from the textbook or online 
resources for reinforcement of present perfect and past perfect tenses. 

• Encourage students to keep a journal and write about their own 
experiences using these tenses. 

 


